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The Antler Antics is published monthly in Thousand Oaks, California as the official bulletin of the Thousand Oaks Elks Lodge No.
2477 of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America, 2330 Los Feliz Dr., Thousand Oaks, CA 91360.
Publication of the Antler Antics is an activity of the Lodge and contributions of interesting pertinent reading material and photographs
are welcome. Photographs MUST be identified and captioned or they will not be published.

LODGE ROOM RENTALS
Our renovated Lodge Room is available
for rental at very reasonable rates.
Catering can be arranged. For more
information contact Brooke at 805-496-
4550.

Deadline for receiving ALLmaterial for publication is the 15th of the Month.

Candidate Sponsor
None to report this month

Candidates, Transfers & Reinstatements

Table of Contents

Purple Pig Honor Roll

Thousand Oaks Elks Lodge #24772

October Birthdays
Douglas Brown-01
Dave Gates-01
Ben Rieger-02
Tommy Tyler-02
Jack Paulson-03
Timothy Hinsche-04
Daniel Parrot-04
John Barr-06
Paul Radomski-06
Forrest Godfrey-07
Ray Laraway-08
Dennis Shankel-10
Sylvia Guerra-11
Kenneth L. Kolde-11
Gregg Miraglia-11
Dennis Angelini-12
Mike Arkelin-14
John Puckett-15
Christopher Vrakelos-16
James Porter-18
Joseph Gosland-22
Mike Becker-24
Michael Stark-26

Darryl Kopacz (Century Club x2)
Jean, PER & Gregg Miraglia (Century
Club/1 52 Club)
Alyssa Wright (Century Club x3/1 52
Club)
Jill Williams BBQ Crew (52 Club)
Misc. donations (Century Club)

Recurring Donors
Art Garcia
Terry Gicking, PDDGER
Dan Hoffman, PER
Gerry Gillies
Inger Hogan
Ed Lees
Greg Metzgus, DL
Alexandra Rogers
Gregory Sweet
Lyssa Wright

October Birthdays continued

continued in third column

Condolences to:
The family of Ann McCann, wife of
past Elk of the Year, presiding justice
and past trustee, Richard McCann,
who passed away in August. They are
missed.

Keep in your prayers:
Rick Herrera, who is recovering from
shoulder surgery.
John Leadham, who is losing sight in
one eye.
Ed Rice, who is at Kaiser for radiation
treatment.

Alex Rogers, Committee Chair
Home 805-492-3280
Cell 805-427-3013

Sickness and Distress

Membership

Thanks Visiting Member

After knee, hip and rotator cup surgery,
Ben Rieger has given up being our grounds
maintenance technician. If you are looking
for a way to get involved with our lodge
and help us out, we could use a landscaper
once a week to trim and take care of the
grass in front of the office. If you are
interested, please contact the office.

Groundskeeper

As of this date we have an active
membership of 455. We are at a loss of 3.
We still have 48 unpaid members listed in
this month’s Antler Antics on page 7. This
gives us a lapsation rate of 10.92%. We
need a 2% rate to compete in the All
American Lodge contest. We have 11
candidates that have applied for
membership and are going through the
channels, which have slowed due to Covid-
19. We have 39 life members and 2
honorary life members.

A huge thank you to Gregory Charles, who
is a member, lives in Buckeye, Arizona and
was here having work done to one of his
rental properties. While he was here, he
replaced a leaky hose bib in the RV parking
area.

Dennis Gellette-27
June Leadam-27
Larry Cummings-30
Grace Vega-30
Joseph Buckout-31
Gregory Charles-31
Chris Metzgus-31
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anxious to resume our regular meetings in
some form.

For our lodge to remain successful during
these times, the continued support of our
membership is essential. Please consider
volunteering for our barbeque crews and
patronizing our take-out meals and weekly
barbeque. Continue your generosity and
remember that the children dependent on
assistance from our Purple Pig therapists
are still in need.

For those of you who have not yet paid
your 2020 dues, please do so. Our lodge
has already paid your Grand Lodge and
the California-Hawaii Elks Association
member assessments, so please help us
recover our out-of-pocket expenditures on
your behalf. Despite the pandemic, the
good works of our order and lodge
continue and we need your support.

I hope to see you at our barbeque and
drive-thru dinner service, and I look
forward to seeing you at the lodge as soon
as possible. Thanks, and stay safe.

Dan Martyn, PER
Exalted Ruler

Department for Covid-19 testing. We
revised our weekly outdoor barbeque to
function almost completely indoors to
comply with Health Department
regulations. Barbeque volunteers have
stepped up and we now have a steady flow
of income to help keep the lights on. We
just installed a new fence at the picnic table
patio and our Elks memorial area is a work
in progress. Many of you continue to
donate to ENF and the Purple Pig and we
just sent checks to colleges for awards to
our six scholarship winners. It’s still not
enough, but maybe it’s good enough for the
time being, given our current Covid-19
environment.

Looking forward, we are trying take-out
Friday night meal service. We have a
number of candidates going through the
investigation process, and we are planning
to hold some form of initiation ritual.
Veteran’s Day activities, the annual Elks
Memorial Service and other traditional
year-end events will be planned so as to
comply with current or revised restrictions
and elsewhere in this edition of the Antler
you will hear that our officers are planning
modified events and activities. Currently,
in Ventura County gatherings are very
restricted, but our small meetings of
trustees and officers continue, and we are

Sometimes it gets hard
to stay positive. I
receive daily updates
from the Ventura
County Health
Department looking
for a sign that soon
things will be back to
normal. I’m still
looking and hoping that

one day in the not-too-
distant future we can

resume our normal meetings, gatherings
and ceremonies, although I may have
problems fitting into my tux.

So, that being said, let’s look at what we
have done during the past half of the Elks
year and what is planned going forward.

During the first half of our Elks year we
accomplished a number of important items.
Amajor plumbing issue caused by ancient
cracked pipes was identified and corrected
and hopefully, with regular maintenance,
our too frequent lodge plumbing problems
will be a thing of the past. We received a
grant from Grand Lodge and made a
$2,000 donation to MANNA to assist those
affected by Covid-19. Our lodge hosted
two blood drives as well as provide our
facility for use by the County Health

A Message from Exalted Ruler, Dan Martyn, PER

on details and following up on
opportunities. We will keep you posted
with details and requests for volunteers as
needed.

Thank you and if I can be of help please
call me at home (805) 380-4101or email
me at rplatt_1998@yahoo.com.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Platt
Leading Knight

and agencies of government, due to many
laws, cannot assist us in any mode.
Thousand Oaks churches are likewise
restrained. Welcome to the new normal.

We will still make a difference. We are
planning to modify our program to focus
on seniors and several families, as well as
expanding to serve veterans as well as the
families of deployed military members.
Our program will not be the same this year,
but we can and will make people smile and
have a Merry Christmas. We are working

From the Leading
Knights perspective,
our Christmas Basket
Program is the high
point of a normal
year. The only
normal this year is
too many still need so
much. As of now,
Ventura County Health

Department is not going
to allow us to deliver food

items this year. Most if not all departments

A Message from Esteemed Leading Knight, Richard Platt

A Message from Esteemed Lecturing Knight, John Betancourt
Let me start off by
saying that I hope all
of you are in great
health and fine
spirits. We may not
be in full operation
but that does not
mean that your Elks
Lodge is not doing its
best in keeping with our

dedication to community
service.

Our Scouting Program Chair is Steve
Henderson.
Steve has been in contact with the
Scoutmaster, Don Thomas, of Cub Scout
Pack 3763 of Newbury Park. At the
present time there are no pack meetings
being held. We look forward to working
with them when things return to normal.

Our Dictionary Program Chair is Steve
Woodlief.
The Conejo Valley After School Program
will become a part of our Dictionary
Program. The board will meet the first
week in October and at that time we will
get a date to deliver 30-40 dictionaries.

Our Scholarship Program Chair is Reem
Agel.
The six Elks MVS (Most Valuable Student)
Scholarship winners are:
•Niki Golchini, Westlake High School,
College-UCLA
•Emily Nagamoto, Newbury Park High
School, College-Duke University
•Kyla Kowalewski, Newbury Park High
School, College-UC Irvine
•Cayden Covarrubias, Newbury Park
High School, Collage-Moorpark College

•Kyle Wonders, Newbury Park High
School, College-University of Montana
(Presidential Leadership Scholar)
•Noah DeVico, Trinity Pacific Christian,
College-Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

Congratulations to all of the Scholarship
winners and the best of luck to all of you.

In closing, a big Thank You to Tom
Baldridge for using a local website on
Facebook that goes out to the local
neighborhoods in the Conejo Valley to
publicize our Saturday Elks BBQ. I also
was told that other lodge members have
also been placing this info on their
neighborhood websites, so to those Elks, a
very big Thank You to you as well. Be safe
and Happy Halloween.



Elks History
Charles Vivian, our
founder, was
involved with an
order in England
called the Buffalos.
After arriving in
New York to find
fame and fortune (he

was an entertainer) he
asked around for a

gathering such as the
Buffalos. He turned to the Masons. The
Masons being made up of doctors, bankers
and lawyers rejected Charles Vivian for he
was a thespian. He was looking for a
fraternal society. The word “fraternal”
means befitting a brother. It is a society of
men in brotherly union, mutual aid or
benefit. Within the order before we had
membership cards a password was used.

When members would come for a meeting
or function there was a secret password to
obtain entrance to what was called the
“Temple”. “Temple” was used by the
Masons which the Elks changed to
“lodge”. Entrance was made into the
anteroom.

Some famous passwords were “Hello Bill”
and “Brother”. This would not work in
this day and age. Up until 1995 women
were not allowed in the Elks. To give a
shot in the arm for membership, Grand
Lodge, trying to slow the drop in
membership, allowed women to apply. In
1980 the order was at 1.5 million and
times change. People had many choices of
where to spend their time and money.
Membership started to fall but charitable
donations to Grand Lodge programs
stayed the same or went higher. Most

lodges had a women’s auxiliary and so it
was an easy sell to allow women to join.
Women members play a huge part in the
lodge. Our first female Exalted Ruler was
Sally Claunch. I was fortunate enough to
act as her Leading Knight which made my
year an easy one when I became Exalted
Ruler. My slogan was W.W.S.D. which
meant “what would Sally do”. Sally’s and
my year were just about identical right
down to the ER Christmas dinner which
was prepared by Ed Bianchi. Sally was
also the first female Elk of the Year. We
have had Jill Williams as EOTY and this
year it is Kathy Moye.

David Naccarato, PER

Secretary

A Message from Lodge Secretary, David Naccarato, PER

Elk of the Year Presentations

Thousand Oaks Elks Lodge #24774

1972-73 *Marvin D. Smith
1973-74 Erle Pittman, PDDGER
1974-75 *Richard Flake
1975-76 *Bill Wagner
1976-77 *John E. Henry
1977-78 *Robert McKee, PDDGER
1978-79 *Frank J. Rindone, PDDGER
1979-80 *Edward F. Stogsdell
1980-81 *Frank “Tex” Hastie
1981-82 *Robert Hardy
1982-83 *A. John Nichols
1983-84 John Nau
1984-85 *Vern Ogden
1985-86 Dan Snyder

1986-87 Bill Lloyd, PDDGER, PDL, PSP
1987-88 *John E. Henry
1988-89 *Ted Lipka
1989-90 Don Skinner
1990-91 *Don Ansell
1991-92 *Gary Sleigh
1992-93 Tom Ryder, PDDGER
1993-94 *Jim Wallace
1994-95 *George Pekow
1995-96 Gil Riding, PDDGER
1996-97 *Jack Loughran
1997-98 *John Kelly
1998-99 Chet Kozlowski
1999-00 Richard Goldner, PDDGER
2000-01 Jacob Panczak

Past Exalted Rulers 2001-02 John D’Ambrogio
2002-03 Don Booker
2003-04 Greg Metzgus, PDDGER, DL
2004-05 *Jay Block
2005-06 *Sally Claunch
2006-07 David Naccarato
2007-08 Catherine Koeritz
2008-09 *George Meehan
2009-10 Terry Gicking, PDDGER
2010-11 *Harry Brockwell
2011-12 Steve Smith
2012-13 Leo Rodriguez
2013-14 Terry Baker
2014-15 Dan Martyn
2015-16 Jim Moye

2016-17 Mike Flannery
2017-18 Jean Miraglia
2018-19 Karen Martyn
2019-20 Dan Hoffman

By Affiliation:
1981-82 *Robert L. Thornton, PDDGER
2001-02 Bill Sternberg
2009-10, 13-14, 18-19 Grace Vega
1999-00 *Ralph Vester
1983-84, 02-03 Harold Constantine

*Deceased

Following the barbeque on Saturday, August 29th, there was a very brief informal gathering to present Kathy
Moye with her white Elk of the Year jacket, plaque and trophy. Previous Elks of the Year present were Jill
Williams, Tommy Claunch, Max Maxwell, David Anderson and Ben Rieger.



Meet Grand Exalted Ruler Paul Ryan, 2020-2021

El Konejo Kampers

Paul R. Ryan was born in Elgin, IL but
moved to Minnesota as an infant. Over the
years he has resided in Redwood Falls,
Spicer, and New London, his current home.
Paul graduated from New London-Spicer
High School and attended Southwest
Minnesota State University, earning a
Bachelor of Science degree with a business
management emphasis.

Paul has been a dedicated Member of our
Fraternal Order since 2004, when he joined
Willmar, MN Lodge No. 952. He served on
the Board of Directors for 11 years and was
chairman from 2009 to 2018. He served as
Esteemed Leading Knight on three
different occasions in 2010, 2017, and
2018, and served as Exalted Ruler in 2011.
He received the Dedicated Service Award

ritual contest. He also won the state
contest (before it became a national
contest) with his rendition of the 11
O’clock Toast. He has taken part in many
Disabled American Veterans deer and
turkey hunts.

Paul has been a Realtor for 25 years. He
assisted with running his father's company
until recently, when he purchased it from
his father. He participated as a member of
his community’s version of a chamber of
commerce, where he was in charge of the
city’s community celebration. For many
years he also served as the group's
treasurer and president.

Paul has sat on many committees for the
local Realtor Association and was a chair
of one of those committees. He joined the
local board of directors, serving
intermittently over 17 years, and was the
president of the local Association of
Realtors for a year. After his stint as
president he served on his state’s Realtor
Association for two terms, but then decided
to focus his efforts on the Elks.

Paul and his wife Stacey have been friends
since 1987. Paul, Stacey, and her son
Jordan became a family in 2003. They have
since been blessed with two more children,
Cassaundra (16) and Jackson (13).

Paul enjoys many pastimes, including golf,
ice fishing, and boating. He loves nearly all
film genres. Stacey and Paul share a
passion of football and they support the
Minnesota Vikings.

in 2009 and was named Officer of the Year
in 2010. He received the Exalted Ruler
Appreciation Award for Outstanding
Service and Dedication in 2017 and 2018.
He earned All State American Ritual
honors for Leading Knight, helping his
Lodge win the Minnesota State Ritual
contest. He participated in the National
Ritual contest at the Grand Lodge
Convention in 2011.

Paul has also been on his Lodge’s Penny-
A-Day program committee and was
chairman from 2017 to 2019. Until being
installed as GER, Paul served as his
Lodge’s chairman of the PER committee
and served the Minnesota Elks State
Association on the Laws and Resolutions
committee. He has served on his Lodge’s
Hoop Shoot committee, and for the last few
years was its chairman.

Paul has been distinguished by his Lodge
as an “Honorary Lifetime Member.” He
was installed by his State Sponsor Dwayne
E. Rumney for his first term as District
Deputy in 2012 when the current District
Deputy could not fulfill the term. He
finished that year under Grand Exalted
Ruler Thomas Brazier and was installed
into a second term by GER Millard
Pickering. In 2015, Paul's sponsor
approached him about being nominated to
the Board of Grand Trustees. It was an
honor that brought him to his current
position.

Paul has taken a vested interest in many
aspects of the organization. He participated
on a national ritual team and in the national
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The El Konejo Kampers have been busy
planning our campouts for the next several
months. In September we went to the
Santa Maria Elks Lodge, in October we
will be at Flying Flags in Buellton, and in
November we are headed to the Rincon.

We are still tentatively planning on holding
our annual Holiday Brunch on December
13th. It is still unclear if that will happen,
please keep your fingers crossed!

We have some exciting campouts planned
in 2021!

February
Ocean Mesa at El Capitan
2.11.2021-2.14.2021

Wagonmaster: Lyssa Wright

March
Pismo Coast Village RV Park
3.11.2021 - 3.14.2021
Wagonmasters: John and Teresa Gin

April
Santa Maria Elks Lodge
4.8.2021 - 4.11.2021
Wagonmasters: Jim and Kathy Moye

May
Pechanga RV Resort
5.13.2021 - 5.16.2021
Wagonmasters: Jan and Gym Ryland

June
Santa Barbara Elks Lodge

6.10.2021 - 6.13.2021
Wagonmasters: Jimmy Miller and Patty
Bauman

July
Oceano Elks Lodge
7.8.2021 - 7.11.2021
Wagonmasters: Paul and Cheryl Stein

August
Vista Elks Lodge
8.12.2021-8.15.2021
Wagonmaster needed

We hope everyone is staying safe and
healthy.

Shirste Gessler



Thousand Oaks Elks Lodge #24776
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Our Current List of Unpaid Members



Officers 2020-2021
Exalted Ruler Dan Martyn, PER Tiler Lyssa Wright
Leading Knight Richard Platt Inner Guard Gregg Miraglia
Loyal Knight Needed Esquire Terry Gicking, PDDGER
Lecturing Knight John Betancourt Chaplain Adam Smith
Secretary David Naccarato, PER Officer at Large Jim Moye, PER
Treasurer William Joseph

Trustees 2020 - 2021
One Year Ray Laraway, COB
Two Year Rich Lucariello
Three Year Darryl Kopacz
Four Year Vacant
Five Year Steve Kerman

Elk of the Year Kathy Moye
Officer of the Year Richard Platt
Citizen of the Year Rick Bucaria

Grand Exalted Ruler Outstanding MemberAward Recipients
Carlos Muzquiz and Jill Williams

2020 - 2021 Committees reporting to the Exalted Ruler

2020 - 2021 Committees reporting to the Leading Knight

2020 - 2021 Committees reporting to the Loyal Knight

2020 - 2021 Committees reporting to the Lecturing Knight

Antler Antics
Editor & Email Distribution: Steve Smith, PER
Proofreader: Karen Martyn, PER
USPS Mailing: Juanita Feamster

Website: Steve Smith, PER
Auditing and Accounting Committee: Art Garcia
Barbeque: Dan Martyn, PER
Photography: Jill Williams
Protocol: Karen Martyn, PER
Presiding Justice: John Moran
Grants Coordinator: David Naccarato, PER

Membership: David Naccarato, PER & Terry Gicking, PDDGER
Investigation: John Betancourt, Richard Platt and Alex Rogers

Orientation: David Naccarato, PER, Chair Officers and
Terry Gicking, PER/PDDGER

Lapsed and Stray Elks: David Naccarato, PER
Maintenance: “Max” Maxwell
Grounds: Needed
Facilities: Tom Hartin, Dean Reichle and Jeff Conyers

Greeters: Dorothy Murray and Kathy Moye
PERAssociation President: Jean Miraglia, PER
Lodge Room Setup: Bill Joseph

Bar Liaison: Richard Platt
Major Project/Purple Pig: Dan Hoffman, PER
Bequests & Living Trusts: Arthur Garcia
Elks National Foundation: Grace Vega, PER
Christmas Basket Program: Richard Platt

Youth Activities: John Betancourt
Hoop Shoot: Anna Garcia
Drug Awareness: Needed
Scholarships: ReemAgel

Scouting: Steve Henderson
Americanism: Rick Herrera
Dictionary Program: Steve Woodlief
Youth Appreciation Night: John Betancourt

Kitchen Operations: Vacant
Lodge Activities: Vacant
Flag Day, Flag Retirement: Vacant
Government Relations: Richard Platt & John Betancourt
Elks Memorial Service: Adam Smith
Veteran Services: Tom Ryder, PDDGER
Public Relations: Vacant

Calendar: Vacant
Mediator: Rick Rodgers
Mothers Day: Adam Smith
Inaugural Ball: Vacant
Law Enforcement/Firefighter Appreciation: Paul Stein

Community Activities: Richard Platt
Sickness and Distress: Alex Rogers
Charity Matters: Richard Platt
El Konejo Kampers: Virginia Grindley
Christmas Tree Lot: Carlos Muzquiz


