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Candidate Sponsor
Jasmine Silvestre Alex Rogers
Audrey Fallier John Puckett
Scott Pickles Brian Boals

New Candidates, Transfers and Reinstatements

Elk of the Month

LODGE ROOM RENTALS
Our renovated Lodge Room is available 
for rental at very reasonable rates. 
Catering can be arranged.  For more 
information contact Brooke at 805-496-
4550.

11-01 to 11-07 Holly Healy
11-08 to 11-14 Pam Price
11-15 to 11-21 Karen Martyn
11-22 to 11-28 Jim Moye, PER
11-29 to 12-05 Richard Platt

Duty Officers
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Our Elk of the Month for November is Steve Woodlief.  
Steve works on both the Numero Uno and JV Crew bbq 
teams and has been acting as crew chief of the Numero Uno 
team.  He has been chairman of the dictionary program for 
several years, much to the delight of many third graders.  
Steve is known around the lodge as “the quiet one”.  Thank 
you Steve for all you do for the lodge.

Karen Martyn
Exalted Ruler

Condolences to:
The family of Joel Erickson, born 
8-24-1936, initiated 1-19-1994, died 
10-10-18.
The family of Bonnie Baumeister, 
born 6-7-1941, initiated 4-27-2016, 
died 9-19-2018.

Keep in your prayers
Kacee Radomski for severe pain to 
ease.
Lodge Secretary David Naccarato, 
PER who is still improving and 
healing following surgery.
Lynn Rodriguez’s mother, Letty, 
having problems.
Rosa Conde is improving daily.
Richard Platt having difficulty with 
medical treatment.
Jane Watson had partial knee 
replacement.
John Betancourt and Greg Sweet 
have a new granddaughter, Kennedy.

Alex Rogers, Committee Chair
Home 805-492-3280
Cell 805-427-3013

Sickness & Distress November Birthdays
01-John Duhig
02-Cathie Capolino
04-Brad Knupp
05-Steven Grindley
07-Kelly Jo Reed                    
08-Robert Souza
10-Jack Carter                        
10-Simone Dorrough
11-John D’Ambrogio, PER
12-Louis Carlentine
13-Jacob Panczak, PER
15-John Kohlbrand
15-George Thompson
17-Russell Miller
18-Roy Ratcliffe
18-Bobby Williams
19-Shannon Cunningham
19-Larry Levine
21-Gerry Gillies
22-Betty McFarlin
25-Erin Peters
26-Bev Reis
27-Wendell Oxford
30-Bruce Froude

Steve Woodlief at a 
Dictionary Project 

Presentation

Keep your eyes open for 
an upcoming flier with 
information regarding our 
Blood Drive tentatively 
scheduled for Saturday, 
January 19th.
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On a recent Sunday 
afternoon at the lodge, 
I expected a quiet 
time to sit at the bar, 
ponder life’s purpose 
and enjoy a libation.  
There were a few 
members seemingly 
there for the same 
reason.  And then 

everything changed.  In walked a group 
of members from the Garden Grove Elks 
Lodge #1952.  They were on their way 
back from visiting the Santa Maria Lodge 
to check out their bbq operation, then 
the Lompoc Lodge, and we were their 
last stop before heading home.  What a 
delightful group of people!  Being that 
they included four officers and some 
spouses, it was fun to exchange how our 
respective lodges operate and to share 
experiences.  DDGER Terry Gicking 
gave them the grand tour before they left 
on their way.  I told me them they were 
always welcome at our lodge and we 
promised we would pay them a visit soon.  
Please see photo on page 5.

A big thank you to the anonymous 
member who donated $180 worth of 
dimes so that Club Manager Brooke could 
order new window coverings for our patio.  
And the bank did not even make her roll 
them!  Thank you Mr. Anonymous.  You 
know who you are and your kind gesture 
will certainly enhance the patio area.  
Also, thank you to the two gentlemen who 
continue to donate yummy snacks for the 
bar.  I can attest to the fact that the snacks 
are very much enjoyed and appreciated by 
the membership on a daily basis.

From November 1 through 4, Leading 
Knight Dan Hoffman, COB Pam Price and 
myself will be attending the California-
Hawaii Mid-Term Conference in Modesto.  
We will report back to the membership 
what we learned in our various business 
sessions.

Happy Thanksgiving to everyone!

Fraternally,

Karen Martyn
Exalted Ruler

Loyal Knight
Leo Rodriguez, PER

By the time this 
article is published, 
we will have had 
our Charity Ball on 
October 27th. I trust 
that all of you who 
attended this event 
had a great time. I 
thank everyone who 
helped me plan this 

event and I appreciate all of you who 
supported this worthy cause. Hand in 
hand with this event is our charity basket 
wrapping, staging and delivery to those 
community members who need our help 
during the Holiday season. A sign-up sheet 
for volunteers will be posted for those 
that can put aside some time to help. As 
usual, I am sure the Elks Ladies will assist 
with the wrapping as well. Delivering the 
baskets is very rewarding and fun. The 
more volunteers the better.

Under the leadership of Rich Lucariello, 
our annual Christmas tree lot will be 
up and running at Carlson’s Building 
Center after Thanksgiving. Carlson’s is 
a longtime supporter of our tree lot and 
provide us with a convenient location 
for community members to purchase an 
Elks Tree. If you need building materials, 
please patronize Carlson’s. This is an 
event that is a really enjoyable to work and 
volunteer for. Please consider helping at 
the lot. I really enjoy the comradery with 
my fellow Elks during this time of year. 
More information to come and a sign-up 
sheet will be posted.

Thanksgiving is the time of year when we 
count our many blessings bestowed upon 
our families, the Elks and our Nation. 
Take a moment to thank our Veterans for 
their service and selfless sacrifice.  I have 
mentioned several events coming up when 
you can express your thanks for what you 
have by extending a hand to those in our 
community who need our compassion 
and charity. Remember, the daily gifts we 
bestow increase our own riches. The help 
we extend to those in need is added to our 
own strength.

Sandy and I wish you all a Happy 
Thanksgiving. If I can assist you in 
anyway, please contact me at fivehofies@
yahoo.com or 818-822-2219. 

I wish a Happy 
Thanksgiving to 
all the members of 
our Lodge.  As we 
start the month of 
November, we start 
thinking of all the 
wonderful things that 
will be happening 
this month and the 

beginning preparation of the rest of the 
holiday activities that take us to the end of 
the year.

This year we will be celebrating our 
Veterans at our yearly Veterans Brunch on 
November 4th, all members are welcome 
and encouraged to join them for brunch at 
10:00 am.

Lodge activities fall under the chair of 
the Loyal Knight and to be successful in 
our activities, we need volunteers.  The 
holidays are a wonderful time for our 
members to step forward.  Not only do 
we get things done, but also, we have the 
wonderful memories of how we help so 
many people in need and less fortunate 
than us.  Some of the activities include the 
Christmas tree lot and the preparation and 
delivery of our Christmas baskets.  Look 
for the volunteer sign up sheets in the 
lodge and for those that would like to join 
in these endeavors just put your name on 
the list.

Let me close and mention that should 
anyone feel left out of helping in the 
kitchen and cooking a Friday night dinner 
please let me know as I am looking for 
people to fill the dates for the next couple 
months, and I am always looking for 
people to help.  You can contact me at 
805-338-3195.

Fraternally,

Leo Rodriguez
Esteemed Loyal Knight

Leading Knight
Dan Hoffman

Exalted Ruler
Karen Martyn
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How would you like to make some 
money? Plus get a tax break? Plus build 
the future of the Major Project? Plus help 
children with disabilities? The answer is: 
THE BLT COMMITMENT TRUST!

You invest $10,000 or more and receive 
an income of 7% annually. Plus you get a 
tax break depending on your age. Yes, the 
$10,000 or more stays in the Commitment 
Trust growing and providing for the future 
of the Major Project. NOT A BAD DEAL!

You profit, the Major Project profits and 
the children with disabilities have a chance 
to walk, talk, see and play. You and your 
spouse will receive the income from the 
trust until both of you have passed away. 
What a wonderful way to help the children 
in need and make it possible for them to 
have better care in the future.

For information contact Art Garcia at 
Art@pacfs.com or 818-991-7794. We 
hope you will help us build the future for 
the Major Project.

 Greeting and 
Salutations to all 
my Elk brothers and 
sisters!

With the school 
year now in full 
swing, we have 
many projects from 
scouting activities, the 
dictionary program 

and Americanism well underway with 
more great things and announcements to 
come.

Allow me to take a step back and say that 
it is that wonderful time of year wherein 
we all express what we are thankful 
for. Amid this holiday season may we 
remember our friends and family and 
all that aren’t so fortunate to be close to 
their loved ones. This is a great time to 
give to others in any way that we can. 
With both friends and strangers, a simple 
smile, handshake, hug, and/or a gesture of 
kindness goes a long way and the person 
on the receiving end may be more grateful 
than you even know.

In this month of November and gratitude, 
I would like to say how appreciative I am 
as an Elk and to have an extended family 
that shares and cares.

There are countless benefits associated 
with being grateful. Among these, 
gratitude has been linked to increased 
levels of happiness and life satisfaction. 
Giving thanks is one of the most powerful 
ways there is to increase your well-being.

I gently put forth that being actively 
thankful will help remind us of everything 
that we must be grateful for, and it will 
help us appreciate all the good that there 
is in our lives. In addition, it will help us 
shift our focus from the things we lack, to 
the abundance that is already present in 
our lives.

I would like to wish all of you a genuinely 
grateful Happy Thanksgiving and close 
with a statement I hold dear from Albert 
Schweitzer.

 “At times our own light goes out and is 
rekindled by a spark from another person. 
Each of us has cause to think with deep 
gratitude of those who have lighted the 
flame within us.” 

Holly Healy

Esteemed Lecturing Knight

Lecturing Knight
Holly Healy

BLT Chairman
Art Garcia

A Message from
Grand Lodge

Creativity encouraged during 
Remembrance Month 
By PAUL D. HELSEL, PGER Past Chairman 

In 1948 the Elks made a promise that 
“So long as there are Veterans, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
will never forget them.” This promise is as 
important today as it was on the day it was 
adopted.

Today the service provided through that 
promise has never been greater or needed 
more. Our Veterans who have sacrificed 
so much to protect our freedoms and allow 
us to live the American dream continue to 
need our help every day.

Traditionally, our Veterans Service efforts 
focused on veterans in VA facilities. 
It still represents a major part of our 
overall service efforts with many Elks 
volunteers in those facilities every day. 
Over the years, and with our nation’s 
military involved at some level of conflict 
throughout the world, those service efforts 
have expanded to include our Army of 
Hope Program, which focuses on helping 
military personnel and their families, 
and our Welcome Home Program, which 
centers on service efforts to eliminate 
homelessness of those who previously 
served and those currently returning home.
 
These more recent programs, and even 
others that are yet to be defined, offer 
many opportunities to help veterans, 
military personnel, and their families 
outside of our traditional endeavors and 
in the local communities of our Lodges. 
Those opportunities include State-run 
facilities for veterans; homeless veterans 
housing facilities; homeless shelters that 
service veterans; stand downs; military 
bases; guard units; and other forms of 
assistance for those in need 
across all spectrums of the community. 
With that in mind, the month of November 
is our Veterans Remembrance Month.  As 
we are all aware, within that month is 
Veterans Day on November 11.

This is a special day within a special 
month to give that extra measure of 
recognition and service to the veterans 

See “Veterans” on page 10
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Meet our New Members

The names of the Garden Grove Elks Lodge visitors in the picture from left to right are:
 
Bernadette Roldan, Assistant Organist, Michelle Manzo, Wife to Leading Knight Anthony Manzo, Terry Gicking, our WCCD 
DDGER, Karen Martyn, Exhalted Ruler of Thousand Oaks Lodge, Dean Johnson, Esquire, Tina Duarte, Tiler, Linda Johnson, Wife to 
Esquire Dean Johnson and Anthony Manzo, Leading Knight.

Juan Garcia (R) with
sponsor Art Garcia

Harold Wankle (L) with
sponsor Dan Martyn, PER

Adam Smith (R) with
sponsor John Duig

Pat Jellander (R) with 
sponsor Mary Woodlief

Have You Proposed

a New Member today?
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MEDIA         ALERT   
           
 
 

 
 
                    A Fraternal Organization 
 
       Contact: Rick Gathen          FOR IMMDIATE RELEASE 
       Phone: (773) 755-4905 
 
 

ELKS NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE COMMISSION 
 

“NOVEMBER IS ELKS VETERANS REMEMBRANCE MONTH” 
 
 
Chicago, IL, October 11, 2018: An estimated twenty-two million veterans live in our 
communities. The Elks National President, Michael T. Luhr, has proclaimed November to be 
Veterans Remembrance Month as a way to encourage us to reach out to local Veterans and offer 
your support.  
 
This November and every month of the year, Elk will serve thousands of Veterans across the 
country. Elks volunteer at more than 330 VA Medical Centers, State Veterans Homes, clinics, 
transitional shelters and Veterans facilities where they plan activities, buy needed supplies, host 
meals and offer friendship. Elks help Veterans rehabilitate and thrive by supporting adaptive 
sports events, and providing therapy kits and wheelchair gloves to recovering Veterans.  
 
More recently, Elks have pledged to help end Veteran homelessness by pledging $4 million 
dollars to assist Veterans experiencing homelessness. We’ve since helped thousands of Veterans 
exit or prevent homelessness. Our Elks Lodges are focal points for supporting local military 
members and Veterans and meeting their needs. Last year alone, the total value of Elks’ 
contributions to our nation’s Veterans was nearly $47 million, and our members served more 
than 677,000 Veterans. 
 
This Veterans Remembrance Month, we urge you to join the Elks in recognition of and service 
to the Veterans in your community. Let us also remember the words of Elk member and 
President John F. Kennedy who said, “As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the 
highest appreciation is not to utter words but to live by them.”  
 
There are nearly 1,900 Elks Lodges across the country with a total membership of around 
800,000. Elks members must be American citizens who are at least 21 years of age and must 
believe in God. To learn more and to join us in service, visit www.elks.org 
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Our Kampers attending 
the Santa Barbara 
Kampout included 
Jim and Kathy Moye 
(Wagonmaster), 
Virginia Grindley, Ed 
and Rita DaCorsi, Rik 
and Shirste Gessler, 
Don and Roxy Skinner, 

Joe and Judy Nemtusak, Faye Stevens, 
Ann Digman and Carol Spinner.   

Most of the Kampers arrived on Thursday 
afternoon and we enjoyed a dinner of hot 
dogs and hamburgers at the Lodge that 
night.  We also were able to partake in 
tasty lunches at the Lodge on Thursday 
and Friday.  On Saturday, we all took off 
for lunch at the Beachside Café.  This is 
located right on the beach in Isla Vista and 
some of us ventured out onto the wharf.  
 

El Konejo Kampers

November Birthdays
Flo Lloyd 11/5
Jeri Miller 11/9
Betty Mc Farlin 11/22 

Several issues were discussed by the board 
regarding future events the Elks Ladies 
will sponsor.  Mike Flannery explained 
the steps taken to sponsor St Patrick’s 
Day event.  The Ladies submitted several 
questions to Mike and decided to table 
any decisions regarding sponsoring this 

Elks Ladies
Karen Naccarato, President

Auditor Shirste Gessler
Parliamentarian Beth Kozlowski
Major Project Karen Naccarato
Sunshine June Leadam

2018 - 2019
Committee Chairpersons

1st Vice President Rose Barrington
2nd Vice President Marian Anderson
Secretary Diane Lovato
Treasurer Charlotte Gessler
Communications Carol Fredericks

2018 - 2019
Committee Chairpersons

After lunch on Saturday, we returned to 
play a couple rounds of Corn Hole.  Don 
Skinner and Kathy Moye took first place!  
Rik and Shirste came in second; and Joe 

and Judy came in third.  Virginia Grindley 
and Jim Moye won the Free Kampouts for 
future trips.  

During the weekend, there were always 

games of Ship, Captain, Crew going on.  
Carol Spinner won a double pot on one 
game, but Rik and Shirste took home most 
of the other pots.  Those two are pretty 

lucky when playing dice games! 

The Santa Barbara Elks Lodge is a great 
place to visit.  The weather is always great 
for us and it held true for us this trip.    

fundraiser.  The Childrens Christmas party 
will be the 1st Saturday in December 
(contact Karen Naccarato to volunteer 
for this fun event), the Ladies annual 
Christmas party (look for invitation in the 
mail), and gift wrapping.  More activities 
in the future.  Attend our meetings on 
the first Tuesday of each month to learn 
more about the Ladies.  SPECIAL NOTE: 
THERE WILL BE NO ladies meeting first 
Tuesday in December.

New activities at the lodge by Lynn and 

Leo Rodriguez.  Monday night football.  
Food will be available during game 
time.  Also there is no meeting  the first 
Wednesday night of the month so Leo and 
Lynn brought back their potato and salad 
bar for $7.  Dinner starting at 6 PM.  Look 
for weekly e-mail flyers.

Crazy laws still on the books.  
In Turun, Italy, dog owners must take their 
dog on a walk at least three times a day.

who have sacrificed for our nation. The 
Elks extend that recognition and service to 
military personnel and their families.

During this month, every Elks Member 
and Lodge should put forth extra efforts 
to reach out and help the veterans and 
military members who live in their 
communities. Of course you can continue 

to do what you have already been doing, 
but now’s the time to think out of the 
box and find new ways to increase your 
level of service to these heroes and their 
families. We can certainly do more, and 
the need is there—many times right in 
front of us as we go about our daily lives.

If you need ideas or guidance in taking 
that extra step, contact your State Veterans 

Service Chairperson or Mary Morgan, 
National Director of our Elks National 
Veterans Service Commission in the 
Chicago office.

Let’s all work together to make this 
November a banner month of service for 
the heroes of our nation! 

“Veterans” from page 10
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Scouting:  Billy Sternberg, Chair and Bill Sternberg, PER
Americanism:  Rick Herrera
Dictionary Program:  Steve Woodlief
Youth Appreciation Night:  Holly Healy

Youth Activities:  Holly Healy
Hoop Shoot:  Anna Garcia
Drug Awareness:  Don Sabol & Mary McBride
Scholarships:  Reem Agel

2018 - 2019 Committees reporting to the Lecturing Knight

Calendar:  Leo Rodriguez, PER
Conejo Valley Days:  Tom Hartin
Mediator:  Rick Rodgers
Mothers Day:  Richard Platt
Inaugural Ball:   Leo Rodriguez, PER
Law Enforcement/Firefighter Appreciation:  Paul Stein

Kitchen Liaison:  Leo Rodriguez, PER
Lodge Activities:  Leo Rodriguez, PER
Flag Day, Flag Retirement:  Bill Sternberg, PER
Government Relations:  Richard Platt
Elks Memorial Service:  Richard Platt
Veteran Services:  TBD
Public Relations:  TBD

2018 - 2019 Committees reporting to the Loyal Knight

Community Activities: Dan Hoffman
Sickness and Distress:  Alex Rogers
Charity Matters:  Dan Hoffman
El Konejo Kampers:  Jim Porter
Christmas Tree Lot:  Rich Lucariello

Bar Liaison:  Dan Hoffman
Major Project/Purple Pig:  Arthur Garcia
Bequests & Living Trusts:  Arthur Garcia
Elks National Foundation:  Dan Hoffman
Christmas Basket Program:  Dan Hoffman

2018 - 2019 Committees reporting to the Leading Knight

Membership:  Steve Kerman & David Naccarato, PER
  Investigation:  Diane Jones, John Duhig,

Steve Kerman & Alex Rogers
  Orientation:  Catherine Koeritz, PER, Chair Officers,

David Naccarato, PER
  Lapsed and Stray Elks:  David Naccarato, PER
Maintenance:  “Max” Maxwell
  Grounds:  Ben Rieger
  Facilities:  Tom Hartin, Dean Reichle & Jeff Conyers
Greeters:  Dorothy Murray and Kathy Moye
PER Association President:  Mike Flannery, PER

Antler Antics
   Editor & Email Distribution:  Steve Smith, PER
   USPS Mailing:  Juanita Feamster 
Website, Blog & Weekly Updates: Steve Smith, PER
Auditing and Accounting Committee:  David Pearson
Barbeque:  Karen Martyn
Photography:  Jill Williams
Protocol:  Karen Martyn
Presiding Justice:  John Moran
Grants Coordinator:  David Naccarato, PER

2018 - 2019 Committees reporting to the Exalted Ruler

Elk of the Year Jill Williams
Officer of the Year Karen Martyn
Citizen of the Year Jeffrey Alexander

Carlson’s Building Materials

Officers 2018 - 2019
Exalted Ruler Karen Martyn Tiler Debbie Clingan
Leading Knight Daniel Hoffman Inner Guard Gregg Miraglia
Loyal Knight Leo Rodriguez, PER Esquire Terry Gicking, PDDGER
Lecturing Knight Holly Healy Chaplain Richard Platt
Secretary David Naccarato, PER Officer at Large Jim Moye, PER
Treasurer Bill Joseph

Trustees 2018 - 2019
One Year Pam Price, COB
Two Year Dan Martyn, PER
Three Year Raymond Laraway
Four Year Rich Lucariello
Five Year Darryl Kopacz

Grand Exalted Ruler Outstanding Member Award Recipients
Gerry Gillies

Rich Lucariello



Past Exalted Rulers
1972-73 *Marvin D. Smith
1973-74 Erle Pittman, PDDGER
1974-75 *Richard Flake
1975-76 *Bill Wagner
1976-77 *John E. Henry
1977-78 *Robert McKee, PDDGER
1978-79 *Frank J. Rindone, PDDGER
1979-80 *Edward F. Stogsdell
1980-81 *Frank “Tex” Hastie
1981-82 *Robert Hardy
1982-83 *A. John Nichols
1983-84 John Nau
1984-85 Vern Ogden
1985-86 Dan Snyder
1986-87 Bill Lloyd, PDDGER
1987-88 *John E. Henry
1988-89 *Ted Lipka
1989-90 Don Skinner
1990-91 Don Ansell
1991-92 *Gary Sleigh
1992-93 Tom Ryder, PDDGER
1993-94 *Jim Wallace
1994-95 *George Pekow
1995-96 Gil Riding, PDDGER
1996-97 *Jack Loughran

*Deceased

1997-98 *John Kelly
1998-99 Chet Kozlowski
1999-00 Richard Goldner, PDDGER
2000-01 Jacob Panczak
2001-02 John D’Ambrogio
2002-03 Don Booker
2003-04 Greg Metzgus, PDDGER, DL
2004-05 *Jay Block
2005-06 *Sally Claunch
2006-07 David Naccarato
2007-08 Catherine Koeritz
2008-09 George Meehan
2009-10 Terry Gicking, PDDGER
2010-11 *Harry Brockwell
2011-12 Steve Smith
2012-13 Leo Rodriguez
2013-14 Terry Baker
2014-15 Dan Martyn
2015-16 Jim Moye
2016-17 Mike Flannery
2017-18 Jean Miraglia

By Affiliation:
1981-82 Robert L. Thornton, PDDGER
2001-02 Bill Sternberg
1999-00 *Ralph Vester
‘83-’84, ‘02-’03 Harold Constantine

Lodge Meetings
Regular business meetings are at 7:00 PM 
every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month.

3rd Wednesday of the Month
Trustee Meeting:  6:00 PM
House Committee Meeting : 7:30 PM

Lounge Hours
(Unless otherwise noted)

Mon., Tues., Thurs.:  10:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Wednesday: 10:00 AM - Closing

Friday: 10:00 AM - Closing
Saturday:  10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

1st & Last Sundays: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
All other Sundays: Noon - 6:00 PM

Office Phone:  805-496-2477
Facsimile:  805-496-9087
Office Email:  toelks2477@gmail.com
Lounge Phone:  805-496-4550
Website:  www.elks2477.com
Office Hours: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM Mon. - Fri.
El Konejo Kampers:
elkonejokampers.oaksdata.com

POSTERMASTER:
DATED MATERIAL:  DO NOT DELAY 

Change Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid

Thousand Oaks, CA
Permit #237

Official Publication of the Thousand 
Oaks Elks Lodge #2477 - B.P.O.E.
2330 Los Feliz Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360


